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Reticulofenestra scissura HAY, MoHLER & WADE, 1966 

1 - Reticulofenestra scissura n. sp. Proximal view, electronmicrograph of carbon replica. 
Holotype: UI-H-2073 (Nal 11) 10,000 x. 

2 - Reticulojenest1·a scissura n. sp. Proximal view of specimen in phase contrast. 
Para type : UI-H-2074 (Nal 11) 2500 x. 

3 - Reticulofenestra scissura n . sp. Proximal view of specimen in ordinary light. Pa
ratype: UI-H-2074 (Nal 11) 2500 x. 

4 - Reticulofenestra scissura n. sp. Proximal view of specimen between crossed nicols. 
Paratype : UI-H-2074 (Nal 11) 2500 x. 

5 - Reticulofenestra scissura n. sp. Proximal view, electronmicrograph of carbon re
plica. Paratype: UI-H-2075 (Nal 9) 10,000 x. 

6 - Reticulofenestra scissura n. sp. Proximal view, electronmicrograph of carbon re
plica of damaged specimen. Paratype: UI-H-2076 (Nal 9) 10,000 x. 
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Description: 

Diagnosis: A species of Reticulofenestra having a central opening about % the diameter of the 
coccolith, spanned by 8-11 pairs of anastomosing laths producing elongate fenestration. 

Description: Distal shield elliptical, outline serrate composed of 40-66 wedge-shaped segments 
which can be seen to be strongly imbricate sinistrally in proximal view, sutures inclined slightly 
clockwise in distal view; sutures on proximal side of distal shield radically directed; proximal 
shield about half as wide as distal shield, composed of an equal number of segments, sutures 
inclined slightly counter-clockwise in proximal view; central area with 8-11 pairs of anasto
mosing laths, each about twice as wide as the central termination of the segments of the proximal 
shield, producing elongate slits or openings, each pair touching along a line of commisive coincid
ing with the major axis of the ellipse. 

Dimensions of Holotype: Length 8.0 !L• width 7.4 !L· 
Dimensions of Paratypes: Length 6.4-10 !L• width 5.4-9 !L· 

Remarks: 

Relationships: The central area of this coccolith resembles that of Reticulofenestra dupouyi 
(DEFLANDRE & FERT) but has much more elongate fenestration. The shields are more tightly 
constructed than in the case of R. dupouyi. R. caucasica is much larger and is much more complex. 

Type level: 

Globigerinoides conglobatus zone, Alminskian Stage. Stratum typicum: Nal 11. 

Distribution: Common throughout the section at Nal'chik. 

Type locality: 

Nal'chik, Northwest Caucasus. 

Depository: 

Department of Geology, University of Illinois, Urbana. Holotype: UI-H-2073; para types: 
UI-H-2074, 2075, 2076. 

Author: 

Hay W.W., Mohler H. and Wade M.E., 1966, p. 387; pl. 5, figs. 1-6. 

Reference: 

Calcareous Nannofossils from Nal'chik (Northwest Caucasus). Eel. geol. Helv., vol. 59, n° 1, 
pp. 379-399, pls. 1-13. 
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